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Dear Dr. Tambella,

We at PLOS and PLOS ONE want to thank you for your service to our journal and your
research community as an Editor for PLOS ONE in 2018. We’re grateful for your generous
contributions of time, expertise, and effort that help us make rigorously peer-reviewed
science open and available to all. Your work has helped us continue to grow our journal
community with meaningful and impactful research. Simply put, we couldn’t do it without
you!

We’re excited to share developments in the journal over the past year with you. As I’ve
highlighted earlier, our focus at PLOS ONE in these past months has been to improve the
operation of the journal, with the aim to provide a better service to our authors and to
support the work of our Academic Editors. We have therefore expanded our Editorial
Board by more than 3,000 vetted and qualified new Academic Editors, to strengthen the
Editorial Board in areas where we were missing expertise. This has already resulted in
considerable performance improvements as we are now able to assign submitted
manuscripts to an Academic Editor more consistently and also faster. Over the past few
months, our median time to first decision after review has improved by a week, and now
stands at around 44 days. Further work to improve journal operations is ongoing.
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There is other exciting news from PLOS. Last May, we were excited to launch a new
service across PLOS journals that allows authors to post their manuscripts to bioRxiv
through our submission system. In providing this opportunity to authors, we hope to drive
early sharing of research and scientific discourse on results, and we strongly encourage
our editors to consider substantive comments on preprints during the peer review process.

Looking forward, we’ve committed to supporting and implementing published peer review
options to our authors and reviewers. We believe publishing peer review is fundamental to
elevating peer review reports as recognized scholarly outputs, and we plan to assign DOIs
to published peer reviews so they can be cited as a part of reviewers’ published body of
work. We’ll be introducing this service early this year, and are excited to continue driving
transparency in science.

To recognize and thank you for your work and assistance in 2018, we’ve published a
Reviewer and Editorial Board Thank You article in PLOS ONE. We encourage you to
share the article across your channels and social media to highlight your contributions to
the successes of the journal.

(2019) PLOS ONE 2018 Reviewer and Editorial Board Thank You. PLoS
ONE 14(2): e0213287.

We also want to offer you a formal letter summarizing your position and contributions to
the journal. Please get in touch with us if you are interested in receiving a letter and we’ll
provide you with one. In the meantime, you’ll also find your name listed on our Editorial
Board page.

We will also be offering a limited number of PLOS ONE umbrellas to our Editors out our
conference booths. If you see us at a conference stop by to let us know you’re an Editor to
receive an umbrella!

Thank you again for your work for PLOS ONE, and we welcome any feedback you have
for us.

Many thanks,

http://click.e.plos.org/?qs=73d2e2d2a016f38c70cf832f054d1d270c78bbb1d0983143740cbf8e856331ce35de9efbe42a4c8675dcbbab82b09e44ed9c49a9c113db40
http://click.e.plos.org/?qs=73d2e2d2a016f38c9ce7afb6864064407c09408304114bb7adb3cfa0c807fa67864fe31928e2d8118e26cb4f383f19609f13cbb86fb3e6e2
http://click.e.plos.org/?qs=73d2e2d2a016f38c12db39842d06b96c3d2ea0f88a8e34f982015989204f2c9e483ff764da3c63ee93ec0aabbe829ef5702f0ea0257e0ebb
http://click.e.plos.org/?qs=73d2e2d2a016f38caeda3c2913319a7d127c6671f4f1a1eda6093625d2277e3a63aca005dfe56d6ae89c5786560caf57dd368f6ec5bca4df
mailto:plosone@plos.org?subject=
http://click.e.plos.org/?qs=73d2e2d2a016f38cab6ebc939a015a521b62d3e38c5296be4596ef56f99764a0d62a24731c225e80831564a6d32bfb24a2dae6d5f7c759ed


Many thanks,

Joerg Heber
Editor-in-Chief, PLOS ONE
ORCID: 0000-0002-6370-4254
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