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Aeolian deposits (thicker than 1 m).

Pisco formation (late Miocene-Pliocene)

Quaternary deposits
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A A’ Trace of the cross section

Member B is about 51 m thick and it is made up of a monotonous succession of 
finely laminated white diatomites interbedded with sparse to locally abundant 
nodules, volcanic ash layers, and dolomite-cemented beds.

Member C is 53 m thick and consists of an alternation of three fine-grained pale 
gray sandstone packages, ranging in thickness between 4 and 12 m, with two 
packages of finely laminated white diatomites of varying thickness.

Member D is about 46 m thick and is made up of a monotonous succession of 
finely laminated white diatomites interbedded with sparse nodules, volcanic ash 
layers, and dolomite-cemented beds. 

Member E is 22 m thick and consists of finely laminated white diatomites 
characterized by the occurrence of a high density of large, more or less regular 
discoidal or egg-shaped small nodules and highly irregular large nodules.  

Member F is 75 m thick and composed of a monotonous succession of finely 
laminated white diatomites interbedded with sparse nodules, volcanic ash layers, 
and dolomite-cemented beds. 
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Member A exceeds 45 m in thickness and its primary components include highly 
bioturbated, grey and yellow fine-grained sandstones with two sandy coquina 
beds and finely laminated white diatomites with sparse nodules.

Alcatraz

Member A

The San 
plutons intruding pre-Mesozoic rocks. Compositional variations within the batholith 
include monzogranite in the centre passing outwards to granodiorite and diorite.

Nicolás Batholith comprises a group of disconnected yet apparently related 

 San Nicolás Batholith (early Paleozoic)
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7.55 ± 0.05 Ma

6.71 ± 0.02 Ma
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