68" Annual Symposium of the
Internafional Associafion
for Vegetation Science

-
e,

| Understanding Ecosystems
& it - Through Vege’ro’rion

22 26 June 2026 Guon Spom b BT

B@@k“bf abstracts




68th Annual Symposium of the
International Association
for Vegetation Science

Understanding Ecosystems through Vegetation

https://2026gijon.iavs-meetings.org/

(]
Organized by
Vegetation and Biodiversity Lab, University of Oviedo
Jardin Botanico Atldntico de Gijén

Azul Congresos (Technical Secretary)

Local Organizing Committee

Borja Jiménez-Alfaro (chair)
Marta Pérez Sudrez (deputy chair)
Pedro Alvarez Alvarez
Jose Manuel Alvarez Martinez
Angel Argtielles Longo
Luis Carlon
Clara Espinosa del Alba
Victor Gonzalez Garcia
Jorge Gonzalez Le Barbier
Adriadn Lazaro Lobo
José Valentin Roces Diaz
Giacomo Trotta
Alicia Valdés

Additional Excursion guides

Alberto Cantoral Gonzélez
Tomas Emilio Diaz Gonzélez

Eduardo Fernandez Pascual

Javier Loidi




External Scientific Committee
Gianmaria Bonari (University of Siena, Italy)
Alessandro Bricca (Free University of Bozen-Bolzano, Italy)
Jorge Capelo (Instituto Nacional de Investigacdo Agréria e Veterinaria, Portugal)
Stefano Chelli (University of Camerino, Italy)
Alessandro Chiarucci (University of Bologna, Italy)

Frederick Curtis Lubbe (Czech Academy of Sciences, Czech Republic)
Jirgen Dengler (Zurich University of Applied Sciences, Switzerland)
Johanne Gresse (University of Tibingen, Germany)

Jitka KlimeSova (Czech Academy of Sciences, Czech Republic)
Anna Kuzemko (MG Kholodny Institute of Botany, Ukraine)

Ales Lisner (University of South Bohemia, Czech Republic)
Corrado Marceno (University of Perugia, Italy)

Robert K. Peet (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA)
Josep Padullés-Cubino (Botanical Institute of Barcelona (IBB), Spain)
Francesco Petruzzellis (University of Padova, Italy)

Giacomo Puglielli (University of Trieste, Italy)

Enrico Tordoni (University of Bologna, Italy)

Gabriela Santos da Silva (Czech Academy of Sciences, Czech Republic)
Sandra Saura Mas (Universidad Autonoma de Barcelona (UAB), CREAF)

Denys Vynokurov (University of Halle, Germany)

IAVS Advisory Committee
Susan Wiser (New Zealand) — IAVS President
David Zeleny (Taiwan) — IAVS Secretary
Irena Axmanova (Czech Republic) — IAVS Vice President
Martin Diekmann (Germany) — IAVS Vice President
Peter Minchin (USA) — IAVS Vice President
Teresa Cunha — IAVS Administrator

All abstracts submitted for both oral and poster presentations were reviewed by the Local

Organizing Committee and the External Scientific Committee. Following acceptance,
the order of presentations within each thematic session was determined randomly.

ISBN

978-84-09-88282-3




68th Annual Symposium of the International Association for Vegetation Science Understanding Ecosystems through Vegetation

IT-V net: the ITalian Intraspecific Trait Variability network
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Plants, as sessile organisms, experience environmental variation across spatial and temporal sca-
les, producing phenotypic differences among and within populations (intraspecific trait variability,
ITV). At the global scale, ITV can contribute up to 31% of total plant trait variation within com-
munities, depending on the trait—habitat combination. Yet, particularly at local to regional extents
where ITV may be most influential, we still lack consistent, plot-level datasets that quantify the
magnitude and structure of ITV across many ecosystems. We present ITV-net (ITalian Intraspecific
Trait Variability Network), launched in 2021 as a national collaborative platform that harmonises
georeferenced vegetation plots with field-measured, individual-level plant traits. By coupling re-
plicated trait measurements with community context (relative abundances of co-occurring spe-
cies) and plot descriptors, ITV-net enables analyses of within-species trait distributions in real
assemblages rather than relying on species-mean values. The first data call compiled >8,000
individual measurements for two key leaf traits (Leaf Area and Specific Leaf Area) covering >700
species across 1,043 plots distributed throughout Italy. We describe the network’s rationale, sam-
pling principles, data-standardisation workflow and first results. Finally, we outline next steps to
broaden trait coverage and expand participation beyond Italy, positioning ITV-net as a transfera-
ble framework for coordinated ITV research. In the context of accelerating global change, such
coordinated, plot-level ITV data are essential for understanding and forecasting communities’
functional responses in situ.
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