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1 | 
The recent seismic events have caused extensive damage to cultural heritage in the inland areas 
of  the Marche region, showing the extreme fragility of  the territorial system, with strong conse-
quences on the economic and social contest, inhistoric villages, the high seismic vulnerability of  

-

the building were laid. 
-

affected by 2016-2017 earthquakes. Arquata is set in the center of  a great territory that includes 

of  Roman origin. The community has 
-

The civic tower of Arquata del Tronto: 
a symbol of rebirth from earthquake ruins 

Enrica Petrucci                   

an identity value by the community. 

La torre civica di Arquata del Tronto: un simbolo di rinascita dalle rovine del terremoto
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-

for a sustainable rebirth. For this reason, it is necessary to understand how this community has 

been analysed, highlighting a series of  issue for the reconstruction of  the local identity.

2 |
-

cient Surpicanum, located between the two Statio of  the Peutingerian Table. It is commonly agreed 

of  autonomy in return [Galiè, Vecchioni 2006, 45-56]. During the fourteenth century it had 

under whose dominion it remained until the eighteenth century. With the French invasion of  
-

 [

Monte Vettore and Sibillini chain. The administrative centre 
of  the area Arquata Capoluogo -
teenth centuries.

-

Bell tower or Public bell tower -

could be easily exercised and which looked over the surrounding region

campanile -

.
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intensities which were like the recent earthquakes, had again ruined the bell tower. The chroni-
-

memory of  those sad events1. 

-

1 Census and cataloguing of  monuments to the Fallen of  the Great 
War -
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1872 in fraction Marino del Tronto of  Ascoli Piceno.

-

 [
Muzi

in Teramo and the Tarlazzi

-

«targa con sottostante ara votiva, […] sulla scogliera che 
sostiene la torre bassa della Rocca Medievale»,

-

2 -

-
za della Patria […]. Le linee generali e le sagome architettoniche del monumento in travertino 

»

monument, as the site was considered unsuitable. 
-

-
sented the symbolic building of  the old village.

2

27, f. 12 r-12v.

-
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this arrangement a harmonious and well-matched whole could be obtained». Under the corbels 

The masonry was built with blocks of  local sandstone and showed at the 4 corners of  the square 

access to a small staircase that guaranteed the connection between the interior of  the village, the 
Tronto river and the ancient Salaria 

-

and brought closer to the sides, with the eyes turned and oriented in different directions. Only the 
central eagle stared ahead.
Over the centuries, the civic tower of  Arquata has undergone various changes that have under-

4.

4 -
Lavori 

di restauro della “Torre campanaria” comunale, Relazione tecnico 
illustrativa dell’intervento di restauro
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3 |
The territory of  Arquata del Tronto was severely hit by the seismic sequence that affected cen-

-

The citizens immediately strived to save the only recognisable testimonies of  the monument, 

-

weakened, remains to mark the terms of  a strong identity character.
The area affected by these events is in a very active seismogenic area, already characterized in 

 [

-

-
sent social values, shared over centuries of  history, which manifest themselves through tangible 
signs in the territory [

-
tion of  new architecture and in the restoration of  ancient buildings, inthe case of  some urban 
settlement within the seismic zone, we witness a scenario of  almost total devastation, which 
requires not only a reconstruction but a real new foundation [



connection-aggregation and from the symbolic monuments [Petrucci 2018, 45-64].

over the centuries a strong symbolic and identity reference for the local community. Its value 

-

-
-

-

which tradition and innovation, ancient and new architectures can converge towards a renewed 

-
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only to remember the war dead, but also the losses due to the disastrous earthquake.

4 | Conclusions

between the ruins that must be rebuilt and the new architectural language that must be declined. 

-
tion of  the urban context and its main monuments including the civic tower destroyed by the 

-
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